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(1] 7352% :Japan and the Digital Economy
{84 : Associate Professor Leshui He, Bates College
BEHAF: A 3- K3
This course explores the economics of the digital economy to study the impact of digitization on both commercial
and personal activities, such as the rise of online platforms, peer-to-peer markets, and social media. We will
discuss consumer behavior, strategies in the competition between online and offline retailers, product strategy,

pricing strategy related to the digital space, and related laws and regulations.

(2] 754 : PowerinJapan

{842 : Professor Dwight Whitaker, Pomona College

R 0 K4 K5
In this course we will investigate how electrical energy is produced and delivered in Kansai and Japan in
general. The lack of domestic fuels sources and the sudden shutdown of nuclear power sources after the Great
Eastern Japan Earthquake and Fukushima Daiichi disaster leaves Japan in a challenging position to reliably
meet its energy needs as an economic superpower while also meeting its commitment to the Paris Climate
Accord. To construct a sound policy, we must first understand the science behind energy. Here, we explore how
different forms of energy are consumed to provide power and the consequences of this consumption in Japan

and globally.

(3] 7524 : Nara Period Japan
{84 : Professor Jeffrey Lynn Richey, Berea College
BEHZEEF: K5 K4

This course explores the art, history, literature, politics, and religion of Japan during the Nara period (7 10-784
CE). During this time, Japan experienced sudden, intense, and lasting artistic, political, religious, and social

changes. Through the examination of images, sites, structures, and texts of this period in the city of Nara and
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elsewhere in Japan, students will develop an informed understanding of this formative era and its cultural

legacies in Japan.

(4] 2524 :Religion, Tradition and Temple-tourism in Kyoto

#8243 : Professor Catherine Ludvik, Kyoto Sangyo University

BEHAER A4 K4
Filled with over two thousand temples and shrines, the ancient capital of Kyoto provides the ideal setting for the
study of Japanese religions. Temples and shrines, however, are not only sites of faith, but locales where religion,
tradition, culture, and tourism intersect. Against this vibrant and complex background accommodating diverse
modes of religious practice and sightseeing, this course explores selected aspects of Shinto, Buddhism, and the
New Religions of Japan in historical as well as contemporary context. We will examine present-day attitudes to
religion, lived by many as inherited tradition, in conjunction with the enormous popularity of the city's temples

and shrines that function as promoters of cultural identity and World Heritage tourism.
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(1] 752% : Exploring the World of Japanese (Kyoto) Cuisine
{84 : Professor Cody Poulton
BER#ER: A3 - K3

Japanese food has gone global. Sushi and ramen have become international fast foods, which is to say they are
now almost as common to us as pizza or doughnuts. Still, one of the greatest appeals of Japanese cuisine is its
promise of a healthier diet. This is increasingly a concern in an overfed and undernourished society where many
of us have forgotten the pleasures, as well as the hard work, of cultivation and food preparation, not to mention
dining as a form of communion, with both family and our larger communities. Despite its "exoticism," Japanese
cuisine can have much to teach us about eating locally, seasonally, and ethically.

Along with French and Mexican cuisine, Japanese cooking (washoku) has been designated world heritage status
by UNESCO. Japan’s highly refined cuisine, based on the freshest ingredients, light and simple seasonings, and
exquisite presentation, has been an overwhelming influence over many of the world’s greatest chefs. Several
have studied under Japanese masters like Murata Yoshihiro of Kyoto’s Kikunoi restaurant. Today, Japan is a
leader, not just in Japanese cuisine, but also in fine international dining, and Japanese chefs and sommeliers
travel the world to train. There are more restaurants with Michelin stars (the mark of culinary excellence) in
Tokyo today than in Paris and London combined! And many of those Michelin stars are for French, Italian, and
Chinese, etc. restaurants, run for the most part by Japanese.

This course will look at the history of Japanese cuisine and show how the country’s obsession with eating well
anticipated the global slow food movement and our age of celebrity chefs. Last but not least, Kyoto has been the
mecca for Japanese cuisine for over a thousand years, and we are perfectly situated to explore its mysteries and

delights. We will especially focus this spring on local cuisine and products.

(2] 7524 :Japanese Traditional Performing Arts
#H4# : Associate Professor Diego Pellecchia, Professor Cody Poulton
BERERF: K3 - &3
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This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the rich tapestry of traditional performing arts of Kyoto.
Over the Spring Semester, students will delve into diverse art forms including nogaku, kabuki, and bunraku, as
well as various forms of traditional music. Classes incorporate a combination of theoretical study, field trips to
cultural landmarks, and hands-on workshops led by experienced masters, offering a unique, immersive
experience. Students will explore the historical context, aesthetic principles, and the intricate nuances of these
performances. The course aims to not only foster an appreciation for the traditional performing arts in Kyoto but

also facilitate a deeper understanding of Japanese culture and its historical trajectory.
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