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Messages from International Students
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Siha . Mig@father, whoghas a_mlterest in Japan, came
sﬁera timesifor business, and'hed always bring back a ]@nese toy for me. ATid With it, he'dfbring back a bit of Japanese
culture in his heart: He b 0 placé¥paper lanterns, tatami, and zabuton aroundjoiir house, our family visited one of New
York's Zen temples,' and he Started painting with a Japanese style. Then, when Ié

together. Thus, it was thankmy father: that I was introduced to Japanese culture.

I fell in love with it. Compar:

Japanese paintings are some of the most beautiful I've seen. I love Wabisabi and other Japanese aesthetics, and I became very
mterested in the seemingly polite and tranquil Japanese lifestyle.

Therefore, when I was able to study abroad, I chose Japan immediately. It seemed too good of a chance to,pass up. But being
in Kyoto has been an even better experience than I expected. Doshisha University, located in Kyoto-the old capital of: Japan,
nevertheless has a cosmopolitan way of thinking that I really like. Over these last eight months, my host family has become an
irreplaceable part of my life, and I'm extremely grateful to the teachers and friends from whom I've learned'so much. I've been
able to discover the good things about both America and Japan from an objective standpoint. When I haveito returnito America
at the end of this month, I will be bringing back Japanese culture in my heart to educate my friends and family. This is not an
ending; the connection'I've made with Japan will be a part of me for the rest of my life.

ten, my father and I traveled to Japan

my hometown, Japan seemed like a new world. Zen resonated with my own ways of thinking.

Nikolai Muth
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