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St TRULY GLOBAL SCHOLARS
a5 IN AN UNLIKELY WORLD

EFRF 2L - BFEFREGE
Simon GODDARD WEEDON

7U—;7\°'
g A

June 25th, 2017, 21 students from Doshisha International arrived in Hanoi for the Global Round
of the World Scholar's Cup, having made it through the Kansai Round in April with all Dokoku
teams qualifying. I had been to the Global Round in Bangkok in 2016 with just one team of three, but
for this group of students it was their first experience. Before moving on though, you might be think-
ing, “What is the World Scholar’s Cup?”. The competition started in 2007, growing out of WSC
founder Daniel Berdichevsky’s experiences as a participant in the American Academic Decathlon, and
morphing into an event that celebrates learning, and creates true global friendships. Students receive a
rigorous curriculum covering six academic disciplines, then engage in a 60-minute exam, 60 minutes
of collaborative writing, three team debates, and a giant two-hour quiz that asks them to view the ideas
learned in the curriculum in a very lateral manner! The debates are particularly challenging; students
receive the motion and have 15 minutes preparation time, then each team member speaks for 4 min-
utes. The topics themselves also stretch the creative and analytical powers of the students. Examples
from this year included: *Schools should do more to teach students how to fail', and *Governments

can be justified in carrying out false flag operations. *

GLOBAL ROUND IN HANOI, VIETNAM

The Global Round is six days in total and was held at the Vietnam National Convention Centre,
with a total of 3600 students from 40 different countries taking part. Team Doshisha arrived in Hanoi
on a humid Sunday afternoon, and luckily one of our team members was born and raised in Vietnam's
capital. Hanoi is an incredible vibrant city, with traffic that caused most of us to swear never to the
cross the road! Eventually our Hanoi native team member showed us the *Hanoi Way" of road cross-

ing and we slowly acclimatised to the city's ambience.

Our hotel was home to several WSC delegations from a range of countries, allowing us to mix with
a variety of nationalities at all points of the day. Each morning on the bus to the venue I chatted with
three lovely Indian ladies; met teachers from Dubai, Qatar, Kuwait, South Africa and Thailand; and
judged debating students from Vietnam, China, Australia, Myanmar, Dubai, South Korea, Singapore
and Malaysia. It truly was a global experience; when people were asked “Where are you from? *, so
often the answer was “I'm from X, but I go to school in Y.”

The final day’s awards ceremony saw one of our teams place 25th out of 500 in the overall rankings,
and many more of our group received individual and team medals in the different areas of the compe-
tition. In total, three Doshisha International teams will go to Yale University in November for the final
Tournament of Champions, joining not only the cream of their Hanoi counterparts but also students
qualifying from the Global Rounds in Cape Town and Athens. Whatever the results, I can rest assured
that they will strive for the best possible achievement, the most valuable new friendships, and the most

compelling experience, as they continue the adventures in their new-found unlikely world.

For more information: http://scholarscup.org/

)BAL ROUND HANOI ™. °

g
Junior Team
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