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frightened and curious of the foreigner
in class, and chattering away in English,
exchanging information they would
never ask each other in Japanese.

Dogwood is a common name for sev-
eral species of small trees in the genus
cornus, of the dogwood family (Cor-
naceae). One of the better known species
is the flowering dogwood (cornus flor-
ida), which grows naturally beneath tal-
ler trees in forests from southern Canada
to Florida and west to Kansas and Okla-
homa in the USA. It is a bushy tree with
oval shaped leaves that are toothed and
pointy at the tip, growing opposite each
other on the stem. Cornaceae draw large
quantities of water from the ground and
if a branch is cut in the spring, water will
drip from the cut. This is the source of
the Japanese colloquial name for the
tree, hanamizuki. 1t is also called ‘Amer-
ica yamaboshi’ because of its resem-
blance to the Japanese tree of that name.
The colloquial English name supposedly
came from the fact that certain skin
diseases of dogs can be cured with the
use of a brew made from the bark. The
dogwood came originally to Japan in
1912 as a return gift for the cherry trees
that were given to Washington, D.C. The
original trees can be seen in Hibiya Park
in Tokyo and since that time the tree has
spread throughout Japan. This Kyotana-
be friend appears to be a flowering flo-
ida dogwood, and harbors a little group
of green and brown birds called the
white eye.

When second term begins in late Sep-
tember and early October, the leaves on

the tree have changed from bright green
to brilliant scarlet ; it is among the first
to turn color in autumn and one of the
most colorful-much more so than the
maple to whose colors so many thou-
sands flock in the fall weather. Students
return to school refreshed but more
mature from their summer adventures.
The fall term brings the final work and
test of endurance for us all. Leaves turn
brown and drop to the ground. The
clusters of fruit are bright red by Novem-
ber and easy for the birds to find in
winter. Tests are written and graded.
Winter snows may fall, but already the
dogwood has prepared its blossoms for
the following spring. It only awaits our
attendance to begin again its flowery
white display and the cycle of life and

learning that it graces.
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HANAMIZUKI :
The Tree Outside My
Classroom Window

Elizabeth HISER

(BRI EER W)

In April every year at Kyotanabe Cam-
pus we begin our classes in awe of the
cherry blossoms and the chill of spring
winds ; but, the tree that marks the onset
of study and teaching for me is not
cherry but dogwood. For a few years
now I have been assigned and accepted
with pleasure, a classroom in building
TC-3 at the far end of the campus near
the dining rooms. This room is on the
second floor and looks into the hillside
below the faculty cafeteria. It is a pleas-
ant room on the shaded side of the build-
ing that remains cooler on average in
both winter and summer. My year of
language instruction begins with bare
budding branches, dry hedges and heaps
of dead leaves outside the window on the
hill. These are not just below the window
on the ground but immediately outside
the window, as the slope begins on the
first floor and rises quickly into full,
pressing view filling the window with
demanding immediacy on the second
floor where we watch. It’s a humble but
impressive beginning full of promise just
as my classes are.

Before the Golden Week break, the tree
buds bursts into large white flat flowers

of four to six petals with notched tips.

Some dogwood are red or pink but this
one remembers and reflects the beauty of
snow. There are no leaves as yet and the
bright white blossoms seem all the more
shocking because of the winter ground of
grey and brown behind it on the hillside.
For two or three weeks we enjoy the new
brightness and know that more will
come. The flowers are so close to the
window that one can reach out and come
within inches of touching them. They
sway gently in the breeze and sparkle if
the sun shines. It is still too cold to open
the window much but the dazzling color
is always there to refresh the eye. In the
class, some take no notice of the display
outside, and go about their studies, some
sleep and miss everything, some day-
dream out the window and look throgh
the flowers to their mind’s distraction.
The course has blossomed just as the
tree ; students are beginning to work.
Once the blossoms have dropped petal
by petal to the ground, the leaves show
interest in opening. Bright, new green
appears where the blossoms once spread
in white. A little spring rain mixed with
the warmth of sunshine hastens the
opening of the leaves. The term is in full
force now and there is no time to notice
the large spined leaves drooping in the
heat. The dogwood produces its buds for
the following year’s flowers in midsum-
mer. The summer break brings mid-
summer flower buds at the tips of each
twig. By the time the course reaches
maturity, clusters of hard green fruit
have also formed. Students are more

confident with their course work, less



