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Myself

Looking back on these four years spent
teaching at Doshisha International, I see that I
have been able to meet wonderful students, and
the list of experiences shared with them is long,
I cannot think where to start. To become a
teacher was my dream since elementary school,
and T still cannot believe that it has come true.
Doshisha International was, and still is, a great
place for a soft-landing to Japan for a lost
returnee, just as I was. Once I had seen the
world outside the gates, I was determined to go
back to Doshisha International to share what I
had come across. I felt the need to share the
difficulties and surprises I experienced to
prepare returnees for what might await them in
the future.

I spent much of my time abroad; ten years
in England and three years in Italy, and after
graduating from school I was gradually realising
that I was not as Japanese as I was ‘supposed’ to
be. Sometimes, people said I was strange
because I did not dress like a Japanese person,
or use respectful term when talking to someone
elder than me. I was told frequently that I
wasn’t Japanese because I did not act Japanese,
even if my nationality was Japanese. This
experience was stressful, and T felt lost at the
time and ashamed of myself for not being good
enough. I went on several journeys and an
exchange programme to seek my true identity,
to find out where I belonged.

By becoming a teacher at Doshisha

My Assignment Found
Through Experience

Hil &setr

(IR R - e S G

International, I was determined to help students
lessen the impact of this unhealthy culture
shock when they came across others who had
not met many people of diverse backgrounds, or
who had never lived in various parts of the
world in their life like other students at
Doshisha International. The feeling of
belonging nowhere was certainly a shock, and I
made it my life project to prevent people feeling
ashamed of themselves.

Our Students and English Classes

Our school consists two-thirds of returnee
students from various parts of the world, and a
third of students who have based their studies in
Japan. Therefore the students’ English language
experience varies widely and three types of
English classes exist: General (ESL), Seminar A,
and Seminar B. This structure allows students
to study with classmates who have similar
backgrounds and who can work on similar
weaknesses in the same classroom. The
Seminar classes are usually taught in English,
and students learn English through reading,
watching video media, writing, and working on
projects. Here I would like to introduce two
projects I have done with the students in the
past.

School Promotion Project

In the School Promotion Project, students
make movies showing different aspects of our
school. I have done this project twice for

different purposes: a memoir of student’s time
at this school, and the other, a video about
Japanese culture at Doshisha International.
Before making their own movie, students saw a
film that showed a foreigner having difficulty
adapting to Japanese culture, for example, a
shower fixed too low on a wall, people bowing
to greet each other, etc. They then had to
reflect on their own school. Students divided
into groups to take various scenes: morning
assembly at the chapel, changing shoes before
entering the school, classes, club activities, etc.
They came up with the ideas and took videos of
themselves starring and interviewing their peers
or teachers to make it more interesting and
unique. Students were extremely imaginative
and learnt so much about how some parts of
their school are so ‘Japanese’ and some parts are
so ‘not-Japanese’, but unique, special, and
comfortable for them. It ended up being
essentially like a school promotion video; one
that could actually be used to explain what
student life at Doshisha International is like.

Through these projects, students not only
learn how to express themselves in English, but
also how to communicate with their classmates
in English when they use the camera, edit on
computers, and also when they input subtitles
for the Japanese interviews.

Finding your Own Identity

One of the main projects I am focusing on
addresses how to help students find their own
identities and understand how important this
issue is for some people. We use many video
media and books.

One year I used the book, Looking for
Alibrandi, about a teenager called Josephine
living in Australia and of Ttalian descent. She is
struggling between her Italian and Australian
cultural identities. She has lived in Australia
her entire life, but has been brought up in an
Italian community.

Many of my students loved this book since
the setting reminds them of their time spent
abroad. They not only have to read and discuss
certain topics with their classmates, but have to
write summaries and answer worksheets for
each chapter before the class is taught. Students
also need to explain each chapter in turn as if
they were the teacher; making handouts for

W FLDHZE - RDEEE [

clearer understanding and being prepared to
answer questions answered is part of this work.
For this activity to be successful, I usually start
them off, showing them how I would like it to
be done, making clear explanations, and using a
range of activities. I make sure that the student
is ready by going through each students’
presentation before he or she actually stands in
front of the class. Of course, everything is done
in English, and students realise that studying
literature by themselves and not just relying on
the teacher is fun. They also understand
important topics in more depth. After reading
and discussing the book, students are then
asked to write an essay or story illustrating a
similar experience they have had due to their
race, ethnicity, nationality, or stereotype images.
This is usually a good exercise for them, and
some of these essays have been published on the
Child Research Net homepage.
(http://www.childresearch.net/)

There are many ways to teach, and
innumerable messages we must send to students
as teachers. T hope that students realise mistakes
made in the past can also be made in the
present, and that is why we talk about historical
events, and reflect them to our lives too.
Although students may not experience what I
have experienced, I wish for them to be aware
that certain individuals do have identity issues,
which they cannot be blamed for. Teaching at
this school and meeting a wide variety of
students, I have also realised that I not only
teach them, but also learn with them through
discussions on various topics and also by sharing
opinions and feelings about sensitive topics.
There is never one answer to a question about
identity, which shows exactly why returnees feel
lost once they come ‘back’ to Japan. It is
because people tell them they must belong
somewhere, when there is actually no need to.
What matters is how one feels most
comfortable, and what kind of person the
individual is, not where they are from. My
assignment as a teacher here is to pass this
message on to other generations. “Be proud of
who you are. You’re great the way you are.
Respect others for what they are, t00.”

(Natsuko Shiokawa)
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