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When We Are the Government

HS 2nd Year Nanako Kurioka

“It follows, plainly, from the explanation given above, of the foundation of state,
that the ultimate aim of government is not to rule or restrain by fear, nor to exact
obedience, but contrariwise, to free every man from fear, that he may live in all
possible security; in other words, to strengthen his natural right to exist and work,
without injury to himself and others” — Spinoza

In this quote, Spinoza is arguing that the function of the government is not to
oppress its people into submission, but to free them from such loads and allow them
to live as a human being with his legitimate right to fulfil his life. And upon this, I
think a “right” turns a human being from an animal to a social being, and allows
him to think ? a process that forms the very base of life.

Spinoza argues that the government should free people from fear, but I think a
complete freedom is impossible. For example, the reason why you do not commit a
crime is not just because it goes against your morality, but you fear to violate the
law. The fear of being punished stops would-be offenders from doing what they are
attempting to do. Nonetheless, the government could free people from fear, by
making them act accordingly to their responsibilities. Sartre says that “Man is alone,
abandoned on earth in his infinite responsibilities” We are never free; there are
various duties that we forge for ourselves and chain ourselves to responsibilities that
we know not of. However, even though we may not be a hundred-percent free, if we
take our responsibilities seriously, we will be able to live as citizens.

In many countries, the government is formed in hope of a better nation, with a
specific aim; for example, ending the war, or industrializing the country. Yet when
that goal is achieved, the same government policies can no longer be applied for the
good of the people. We need a government that will not be blinded by power, a
Party that is formed by good thinkers. To have the leaders to become philosophers
and philosophers as leaders, as Plato argues, is a very effective way to achieve a just
state.

All in all, I agree with Spinoza that the government should always aim to
strengthen people’s right to think for ourselves and do accordingly. The task of the
government is to free the people from fear as much as possible, although a complete
freedom is not realistic. Ideally, the government should not be an oppressor at all; it
should always be open and easily affected by its people, and not overpowered by a
specific thought. The power of the government must be purely provided by the
people each moment, so that the relationship of the ruled and the rulers are flexible.
To this end, we must realize what it means to have a right to think, and the duty
that comes from it. Therefore, the ideal state would be the situation in which we are
the government, and the government is us; and that is what we must aim at.
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