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= FField Trip to Toyooka Cityy

Grade 4/5 visited Toyooka City in
connection with their learning about
How the World Works. The trip

provided opportunities for the
students to engage in hands on

activities to transform kinetic, solar
and biomass energy into other
usable forms.
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Science, Literature, the Arts, History and Social Studies, but the students need to
understand how each part of the curriculum relates to the whole, rather than
simply memorising one or two subjects.

In 2018 we were asked to host the Kansai Round and home advantage helped to
swell our numbers to a total of 48 students at Kansai, 43 students enjoying the
excitement of Kuala Lumpur, and finally 22 students in attendance at Yale
University for some early November snow. This year saw 27 Doshisha International
students compete at Kansai and then Beijing. As the competition grows, the
numbers become even more staggering. This year 50,000 students from around the
globe took part in regional rounds. The Beijing Global Round hosted 3,500 and
there are also Global Rounds in Sydney, Manila, Astana, Durban, and The Hague.

In Beijing our students saw an incredible keynote speech from slam poet Alex
Dang, climbed the Great Wall of China, were entertained by phenomenal talent at
the Scholar’s Show (featuring a note perfect version of Bohemian Rhapsody by a
Slovenian scholar), danced all night at the Scholar’s Ball, and exchanged cultures
and friendships with a bewildering list of nationalities. We also registered another
first as one of our Junior students was chosen to debate in front of an audience of
2,000! On the final day the awards ceremony of 2018 was fresh in my mind; the joy
of the qualifiers and the tears of those who just missed out. What was ultimately
uplifting was the sight of all 27 of our students qualifying to attend Yale in the
autumn, as part of the top 2,000 students worldwide. In addition to this I received
the award of “Coach of the Year”; despite what the students may say, the award is
down to their endeavours far more than my own.

The competition has provided our students with challenges to overcome,
motivation to learn rather than simply ‘study’, and a truly global outlook as they
move forward; an environment where they truly can “travel together from a
starting point of difference”. I'm sure at least one Japanese historical figure would

be proud.
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Where can you find 3500 students from 50
different countries all gathered in the same place?
Where would you find 3500 students willingly
spending 5 days engaged in debate, creative
writing, intensive tests and team quizzes? The
answer to both of these questions is the same: The
World Scholar’s Cup Global Round in Beijing.

Before we get to China, however, it is worth a
quick recap of Doshisha International’s
participation in the competition. Back in 2016 three
students approached me about entering an English
language based competition held in Osaka. They

qualified for the next stage and I accompanied them
to Bangkok for my first experience of The World
Scholar’s Cup. The opening ceremony was a three-hour extravaganza of pulsating
music, jokes, speeches, and a keynote speech from an internationally renowned
author. The debates, writing and challenge exam took place on a university
campus where I judged three back to back debates
of excellent quality.

The following year we took 24 students to the
Kansai Round, 21 to the Global Round in Hanoi,
and 9 students on our first journey to the final
Tournament of Champions held at Yale University
in November each year. The Yale round sees only
the top 1000 students in both the over-15-division
and under-15-division compete at the highest level,
and it is evidence of the immense dedication of our
students that they have risen to this challenge. To
truly understand the demands of the curriculum,

many students compare it to adding a whole two

extra subjects at school. The six subject areas cover
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B Doshisha college song  Words by W. M. Vories Music by Carl Wilhelm

One purpose, Doshisha, thy name A&, 20RB—2DHNEEET 5,
Doth signify; one lofty aim: Z OFGEORER, NI,

To train thy sons in heart and hand oty HEOD, EXxALLS

To live for God and Native Land. —ODHE R AN,

Dear Alma Mater, sons of thine BE BRI L. RSO,

Shall be as branches to the vine; RESOHOT L, OBBIWLZLTHAS,
Tho’ through the world Fel . MR R, BB,

we wander far and wide, bhos: L Lb, oI,

Still in our hearts thy precepts shall abide! bRbROLIKEIEEFEI2THS I,
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The Integrated Educational System of the Doshisha
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Doshisha
Junior & Senior High School
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Doshisha Kori
Junior & Senior High School

EFalalio
Doshisha -
Elementary School

R AF - KFRR
—=| Doshisha University
-+ Doshisha Graduate School

4

FE s HEE
Doshisha Kindergarten

R ERRFRRE %5 Brtis s
i Doshisha o PP - BERR |

International Academy Doshisha Girls’
Elementary School

R L FAF - K¥FBR
Doshisha Women'’s
College of Liberal Arts/
Graduate School
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Junior & Senior High School
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Doshisha International
~ 7| Junior & Senior High School
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Doshisha International School, Kyoto
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