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s - TKYOTO GRAPHE School Competition 20205
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The DISK art students from grades 8 to 10 took part in the 2020
Kyotographie Kids Photo Competition, which is a component of
KYOTOGRAPHIE Kyoto International Photo Festival, Out of 359
student entrants from the Kansai area, 39 finalists were chosen.
DISK is proud that two of our students were finalists. We are
even prouder to share the news that Ayase Yamagishi, with her
photo entitled Pandemic Street, won overall first place.

Our congratulations go out to all the young, talented
photographers.

The Ist Prize The 2 f|na||sts
winner: Ayase Ayase Yamagishi
Yamagishi and Seokyung Kim
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develop it, but not so much that you can't let it go. You have to love the whole
thing more than yourself. The happy end that everyone wants depends completely
on such a selfless passion.

This year, for the 70" Shakespeare Production, we staged Romeo and Juliet.
When teaching the Juniors, I stressed the images of light and darkness that fill the
play: candles, sunrise, moonlight and stars against the dark sky, snow on a raven’s
back, pearls against dark skin - the brightness of love illuminating the darkness.
Sometimes the light and darkness are mixed, as when Friar Laurence describes the
dawn sun as “Chequering the eastern clouds with streaks of light’. The play itself
too is highly chequered in tone: it has several comedic moments, including some
very vulgar humour, which contrast the poetic and tragic aspects, creating a
broader view of love and life than just the romantic. I told the students I hoped the
audience would feel such contrasting images and atmospheres in our own
production the following year. Little did I know then the gathering darkness we
would face in 2020.

Usually, April is a busy time of casting and planning for the year. Instead, the
campus was declared closed to students for the entire spring semester. Unsure
when we could next meet, and with live events cancelled across the country, it
looked like our Romeo and Juliet would end in tragedy off-stage. Unsure of what to
do, T turned to the students. Their response was extraordinary: a wave of
passionate determination never to give in and to find a way to do something no
matter how difficult. Some of them had joined our department to do this! Then our
first piece of luck came: we could meet on campus for casting in July. Then the
second: as long as infections did not break out, we could meet over the summer.
Our luck held, and the students worked
through the vacation with a love and devotion

The 70th Shakespeare Production

fitting to the play; then into the new semester,
five days a week, relentlessly refining every
aspect of the production. For the performance, With our light wing
audiences were reduced, but, instead, a crew of
technicians filmed the production and
broadcast it simultaneously on the internet to
an audience of over 300, who sent in ecstatic
mails of thanks and support. Like Romeo
leaping the walls of Juliet’s house on “love’s
light wings”, my students had flown over
every obstacle to bring a live audience their
great labour of love. It was a triumph of
optimism, courage and passion. A triumph of
life.
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— Love’s Labours Gained
@ TN 7‘i “For stony limits cannot hold love out And

__—~, Wwhat love can do that dares love attempt”
2T —X"* Romeo and Juliet 2:2 167-8

i TFRE FRLHE HEICER
7 Timothy L. MEDLOCK

As director of any Shakespeare Production, from the moment you pick the next
play to the moment the curtain comes down, you live with it for two years. Or
rather, it lives with you; it haunts your imagination, perplexes you, steals into your
brain at night like the wicked fairy Queen Mab and fills it with dreams of
glittering success, a stage brimming with vitality, audiences in tears of laughter or
sadness, and students glowing with achievement. But how to get there? Teaching
and directing plays of such complexity is no easy thing, but the plays endure for
good reason and not just for their complexity. They must have some immediate
appeal that grabs you right here, right now. They do. Life. So, teaching the Juniors
and directing the Seniors is a relentless search for life: discovering the life in the
words - their sound and rhythm, their imagery - and the emotional life of the
characters saying those words. Find the life in it. Find the life in you. Bring them
together. Now it lives through you.

When students first read the play aloud, their understanding is thin, and so their
voices are rather heavy and flat. However, as they work on it, gradually life creeps
in; the words lighten in pitch and rhythm, faces flicker, and tentative gestures
emerge, as they try, in Hamlet’s words, to “suit the action to the word, the word to
the action”. Initially, they look a bit stiff, but the more they connect to the vital
intention of the characters, the more natural they become. Acting the text
motivates them, forces them, to discover meaning in the words and feel the beating
hearts behind the words. In both Junior and Senior years, there are always those
magical moments when an individual or pair suddenly comes alive, and people
watching gasp or laugh involuntarily at the miracle. They see no longer fellow
students but the play’s characters before them and feel the electricity of their
emotion. The text has come to life. The whole room lights up.

Yet, for the Seniors, who must stage the play, the joy of creation and the
pleasure of collaboration are often mixed with other feelings of frustration and
difficulty. To arrive at one final good idea usually means rejecting ten poorer ones,
and every creative section of the production - costumes and make-up, props, set
and lights, subtitles, sound and music, committee, cast, and assistant directors -
has to go through a difficult process of trial and error, adaptation and adjustment.
Sometimes whole costumes, so good on paper, have to be discarded. But
compromise is part of theatre. You need enough ego to propose an idea and
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Doshisha college song  Words by W. M. Vories Music by Carl Wilhelm

One purpose, Doshisha, thy name k&, 20RB—2DHNEEET 5,
Doth signify; one lofty aim: Z DEGEOREII, NI,

To train thy sons in heart and hand oten, HEDOY, ExA LS

To live for God and Native Land. —ODHE R AN,

Dear Alma Mater, sons of thine BB p R & . RS O4E .,

Shall be as branches to the vine; REIOHOT L OAEMBIWLZLThHrI,
Tho’ through the world Fela, MR R, B Ea2I,

we wander far and wide, bhoEE L Lb, oI,

Still in our hearts thy precepts shall abide! bRbRODITKEIEEFEI2THS I,

(A WE $E3H)

| A O —BHE 1K H]

The Integrated Educational System of the Doshisha
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- Doshisha - == = ke —{—— Doshisha University
1 Elementary School ! _ Doshisha Kori 1 r 4 Doshisha Graduate School
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AEiRE | ! U
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