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and flash bulbs shining in our eyes, we promptly became students of
Doshisha International High School.

The school itself has the new feeling every new building has, com-
plete with the damp walls and the smell of the freshly painted building.
The modern styled building has attracted attention around the area and
sometimes curious neighbors come and peek in the school and also the
dormitory.

But the activity of the school is not much different from any re-
gular school in Japan other than accepting students from abroad. At
this particular moment, there are no special activities planned to make
this difference. But this is not to be taken in the negative way of
thinking for many returnees are thankful for this way of learning. To
us it gives us a chance to experience the Japanese way of learning and
compare it with the system which we were used to.

I for one, find schools in Japan to be more active in the area of
sports. And also the attitude toward student toward teacher, and teacher
toward student is somewhat different. I remember hearing from my
seventh grade teacher in New York that we were too childish for our age
and that we had to become more mature. And this was said to us when
we were thirteen years old. So as you can see the way the classes are
held in its entirety is quite different between Japan and New York.

I find the real difference in this school as compared to other Japa-
nese schools of which I have heard about is the attitude of the teachers.
Lessons not understood can be explained by the teacher in detail until
understood by the student. And most of the time, the teachers, trying
to make themselves understood would translate any hard to understand
words into English. This has been very helpful for me in comprehending
any subject.

Classes like Mathematics, English, and Japanese are divided accor-
ding to level of knowledge, and the area of work which the student would
like to study toward. The classes were divided after tests were given
to see which level the students were at, and after interviews with the
teachers of the particular subject.

All in all life in Japan is not as bad as I thought it would be. Of
course time is the only thing that will tell when I will be able to fully
adjust to the Japanese way of life in both personal and school life. But
this will be left up to life which is so strange, putting me all of a sudden
from New York, to a place called “home”.
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Life at Doshisha International High School

By Kay Sugioka

Life is strange in that one can never quite predict what will happen
in the future. A person can be in one place one minute and find himself
in a totally different place the next without completely realizing what was
happening.

This has been my case. I had, for eleven years, lived comfortably
in the United States (New York) and the thought of returning to Japan
was only a dream. But suddenly last summer, I found myself seated in
front of my parents discussing my future. This led to the inevitable
conclusion of sending me back to Japan. And the months that followed
kept me so busy with preparations that it allowed no free time to protest
what had been decided.

I cannot fully remember what the feeling was when I stepped off
the plane, but when I saw my friend who I had not seen in five years
standing next to all my aunts and uncles, memories flowed back with the
tears.

The days that followed were spent in total confusion and not quite
knowing where I stood in life. I do not really remember what I did for
the next few days until the days of the entrance examination.

The examination was, I must admit, quite easy. Of course being a
returnee had its advantages when taking the test, and people like myself
who had lived abroad for a certain amount of years only had to write a
composition and have an interview with some of the teachers. But like
the nervousness and anxiety that follows with taking any examination,
this feeling kept me quite busy for days on end until the names of the
accepted students were announced.

After learning of my acceptance into this high school, I was kept
busy with the imaginations of school life in Japan. Peaceful dreams of
school life turned into nightmares of not being able to keep up with
school work, and the chance of friendship looked impossible.

But on the contrary, I had nothing to fear. For on the first day
of school, in between all the confusion, I made two new friends, one of
them being a student who had never lived abroad, a friend which I
thought was impossible to make.

The first day of school was filled with nervous students and parents,
and equally nervous teachers. And with the lights from the T.V. cameras
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