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Gregory POOLE

[Professor, ILA]

Dear students, fellow learners,

The global pandemic has forced us to change our daily lives, and this includes how we
engage as a university and as an ILA community. In addition to the stress of being anx-
ious about our own health and those of our loved ones, we have the additional challenge
of adapting to this new learning environment.

At the same time, perhaps this pandemic may thankfully force us to reconsider our most
important values, remind us of what it is we most cherish in this life, and also educate us
in new and more effective ways to teach, learn, and communicate— to “read the world”
(Paulo Freire, 1996, Letters to Cristina: Reflections on My Life and Work, London: Rout-
ledge). Let us embrace this brave new world with an open mind and positive heart!

As we so embrace and think about the process and protocol of online teaching this semes-
ter, at the ILA we are exploring both “asynchronous™ and “synchronous” forms of remote
learning. Towards this end, we are focused on the following:

1. Flexibility: We will be combining both “asynchronous” and “synchronous” styles of
communication during this semester to best suit the needs of every student in a flex-
ible way.

2. Participation: As with our classroom-based learning style, we will strive to make the
class as collaborative as possible. Participation will be mandatory. This participation
will not always be at the same time and the same place as other classmates, however,
full participation is vital for the success of our classes!

3. Community: For this semester to be a satisfactory experience for each and every one
of us, we must all be patient, supportive, and responsible. This is, of course, true
when learning together on campus, but now it is even more important in this new,
virtual environment. Please engage and help each other; use the power of the plat-
form to communicate and interact even more than in a face-to-face setting.

Be vigilant, be safe, and be happy,

G (Pt
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