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When I first entered Carleton College, | decided on a whim
to take Japanese. It seemed like something fun to try at the
time and | didn't think too much of it. Little did | know how
much it would come to change my life. Last year | partici-
pated in JASC, a student conference aimed towards getting
student involved in Japanese American relations, and was
blown away by all of the amazing experiences | gained in
such a short amount of time. | had always had an interest
in international policy and communication, but | had always
felt separate from the rest of the world because of my lack
of language ability. JASC allowed me to see beyond this
barrier, and realize how important it is to maintain good
relations between Japan and America. By the end of the
conference my mind was made up; | decided to work as
hard as | can to become an American diplomat.

Here in Kyoto, | have an incredible opportunity to immerse
myself in Japanese and gain a new perspective as I learn to
communicate with people who are so different, yet so
much the same. | feel like | meet new people every day who
encourage me even more to follow my dream. Doshisha has
given me an incredible chance to learn as much as | can
about Japanese culture, and | hope that | can use it to the
fullest. To my Doshisha peers, if you want to talk about
international affairs or even just about how your day is
going, | welcome your company and the Japanese conver-
sation practice.

Walter Pugil
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