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A Special Lecture Conducted by the President of the University of Tibingen
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“Augustine’s Confessions as World Literature”
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Guest Speaker: Prof. Dr. Karla Pollmann, President and Vice-Chancel lor of the University of
Tubingen,
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Time: Wednesday, October 4th, 2nd Period (10:45-12:15)
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Venue: Ryoshinkan 107 (RYI07), Imadegawa Campus

E5 Abstract:

Shortly after his ordination as bishop AD 395/6, Augustine of Hippo (354-430), arguably the
most influential early Christian thinker of the Western part of the Roman Empire, wrote the
Confessions, a work that narrates his conversion to Christianity and his relentless quest
for the meaning of life, which for him equates with finding ultimate truth and God. His raw
honesty about his own failures that also continue after his final conversion to Christianity,
his vivid, passionate style of self-interrogation within the frame of the cosmic droma of
humanity’s fall and salvation, and his highly original insights into human psychology,
including a psychologized notion of time and memory, have captured the imagination of readers
through the centuries.

For Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (d. 1832) ‘world literature’ should serve as a means of
international communication. In a world that is perceived as being globalized it seems
plausible to adopt a concept of world literature that is defined as a historically changing
canon of literature which can be a useful resource to engage with the contemporary world.
My hypothesis is that the Confessions precisely because of its uniqueness is a powerful
specimen of world literature. My lecture intends to discuss some of the aspects that make
the Confessions an enduring exponent of world literature, i.e. its literary aesthetics, its
ethics, and its cosmopolitanism.
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Who should participate: undergraduate and graduate students, students from abroad,
faculty/administrative staff members, visiting professors/scholars who are interested in
the topic
S3E : 33 Language: English (RAREFERHY)
EFTHIATE - 2/0%EH No enrol Iment necessary, admission is free
Bl&t 4/ Contact : EPREE/0ffice of International Affairs
TEL: 075-251-3260 Email: ji-kksai@mail.doshisha.ac. jp
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